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Longtime Missouri Military Academy president, teacher, publicist and chairman 
of the Board of Trustees Col. Charles R. Stribling III, second from left, was hon-
ored with a bust donated by his family and placed in the rotunda of the new Bar-
nard Hall academic complex during Homecoming activities Oct. 3. MMA Chair-
man of the Board of Trustees R. “Strib” Koster and board member Ann Koster 
Antoniou led the project. Here, Col. and Mrs. Winnie Stribling pose with the bust 
and family members. (Photo by Steve Biggers)

Senior Joshua Beyer of Waukee, Iowa, and date Emily Fleetwood pass through 

Delta Company Commander Alex Yeakel of Muscatine, Iowa, accepts the com-
-

gan and Battalion Commander Sung Chan (Daniel) Lee of Seoul, South Korea, 
during Fall Family Weekend activities in the MMA Fieldhouse on Oct. 17. (Photo 
by Steve Biggers)

Building namesake Les Barnard prepares to cut the ribbon on Barnard Hall as wife Joanne, Chairman of the Board of 

on Oct. 3 as part of MMA Homecoming 2009 activities.

A ribbon-cutting and rotunda 
dedication in Barnard Hall, the 
new 43,350-square-foot aca-
demic building recently com-
pleted and in use this year, high-
lighted Homecoming weekend 
activities at Missouri Military 
Academy, Oct. 2-4. 

In attendance were former 
governor and current U.S. Sen. 
Christopher “Kit” Bond, Mexico 
Mayor Virginia Robertson, State 
Rep. Stephen Hobbs and State 
Sen. Wes Shoemyer.

Other dignitaries in atten-
dance were primary building 
co-benefactors Les and Joanne 
Barnard, Class of 1948; MMA 
Chairman of the Board of Trust-
ees R. ‘Strib’ Koster of Chicago; 
former Academy President and 
Chairman of the Board Col. 
Charles R. Stribling III, Class 
of 1944; as well as other current 
and former Board members and 

Building construction con-
tractors Fred Jaeckle, president 
of S.M. Wilson and Co.; archi-
tect Mike Dean of Mitchell 
and Hugeback Architects; Jerry 
Irwin, senior project manager, of 
S.M. Wilson and Co.; and Jerry 
Daugherty, president of Rein-
hardt Construction of Centralia 
also attended.

Academy President Maj. 

This year’s Fall Family 
Weekend, Oct. 16-18, was a 
success with more than 500 par-
ents, grandparents and cadets 
attending the various events. 
The weekend traditionally 

-
ents are on campus to visit their 
cadets in the school year.

Parent-Teacher Conferences 
on Saturday and Sunday morn-
ings allowed parents to meet 
and confer with their cadets’ 
teachers. Parents were also able 
to witness barracks inspections 
Saturday morning.

The Fall Family Weekend 
battalion review Saturday 
morning honored fathers and 

grandfathers of cadets. The 
ensuing company drill com-
petition brought spirited audi-
ence applause in support of all 
companies, but Commander 
Alex Yeakel’s Delta unit was 
declared the winner.

At the parents’ convoca-
tion to complete the morning, 
Academy President MajGen 
Robert M. Flanagan presented 
his “State of MMA” address 
to a large crowd in Centennial 
Gymtorium. Parents-Alumni 
Committee members were 
recognized, and special awards 
for contributions were given to 
Larry and Chu Woolery, Freder-

Gen. Robert M. Flanagan, Sen. 
Bond, Jaeckle and Les Barnard 
spoke during the ceremonies, 
which began at noon Saturday in 
front of Barnard Hall. Sen. Bond 
and Barnard lauded the Acad-
emy’s progressive foresight and 
desire to improve academics and 
serve the best interests of cadets.

Gen. Flanagan expressed 
appreciation for the cooperative 
work of the contractors and the 
contribution of the Barnards.

Weekend activities began 
with an alumni golf tournament 
Friday at noon at Arthur Hills 
Golf Course. A swimming dual 

meet Friday afternoon was won 
by the Colonels over Hannibal in 
the MMA Natatorium.

At 5:30 p.m. current seniors 
received their class rings from 
alumni in a special ceremony on 
front campus. Alumni then gath-
ered at Mismilaca for a barbecue 
picnic supper.

Saturday started with a 
Donor Appreciation Breakfast at 
8 a.m. in the atrium of Barnard 
Hall, next to the MMA Dining 
Hall, followed by barracks 
inspection at 9 a.m. Alumni 
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During the Alumni Convocation at Missouri Military Academy Homecoming cer-
emonies Saturday, Randy Kelly, Class of 1989, left, surprised his father, Col. Ron 
Kelly, center, when he revealed the Col. Ronald J. Kelly Science Lab, which was 
named as a result of a covert fund-raising effort led by Randy and his mother, 
Susan Kelly.Alumni, faculty and friends donated to the project. The biology lab 

as a faculty member, counselor, coach and former academy president.(Photo by 
Steve Biggers) (Photo by Steve Biggers)

ick and Tracy Belton.
After a picnic lunch in the 

MMA Fieldhouse, Dean of Aca-

presented a brief, “Education in 
the 21st Century,” in Memorial 
Chapel.

The Colonels’ varsity soccer 
team won its rubber match with 
Kirksville, 7-1, before a packed 
stadium Saturday afternoon 
before cadets left with parents 
for the afternoon.

The MMA Band played at 
halftime of the soccer game, 
and the Cadet Chorus and 
United States Color Guard per-
formed at the parents’ convoca-
tion.

The formal Fall Family 
Weekend Ball in Centennial 
Gymtorium capped Saturday 
activities as cadets and their 
dates danced the night away, 
including the always popular 
Grand March.

Sunday morning the senior 
class of 2010 hosted a fund-
raiser pancake breakfast in the 
MMA Dining Hall to wrap up 

The weekend began with 
soccer and football games 
Friday night. The MMA jayvee 
soccer unit moved to 2-0 on 
the season with a 2-1 win over 
Rock Bridge JV at home, but 
the Colonels lost at North Cal-
laway in the district football 
opening and Thunderbirds 
homecoming game. 

wives judged the company 
Homecoming decorations at 
9:30, declaring Charlie Com-
pany to be the winners.

The Fusileers precision drill 
team performed at 9:40 on Colo-

nels Field.
Outgoing Alumni Associa-

tion President Dean Ahlstrand, 
class of 1982, presided over the 
battalion review and drilldown at 
10 a.m., followed by an alumni 
awards meeting at 11 o’clock in 
Centennial Gymtorium. Sweep-
stakes drilldown winner was Bob 
Steinmetz, ‘84. Alumni drill-
down winner was Randy Kelly, 

Steve Ortega.
During the awards meet-

ing it was announced that the 
biology lab at Barnard Hall had 
been named in honor of former 
Academy President Col. Ronald 
J. Kelly.

The ribbon-cutting and 
rotunda dedication ceremonies 

followed, with a front campus 
picnic ensuing. Mr. Koster 
unveiled a bust of former Acad-
emy President and Board of 
Trustees Chairman Col. Stribling 
in a surprise ceremony in the 
rotunda after lunch.

A pep rally preceded the 
kickoff of the Homecoming 
football game between the Colo-
nels and Metro East Lutheran of 
Illinois, won by MMA, 26-12. 
At halftime, former Colonels 
coaches Lt. Col. Ron Rosendahl 
and Maj. Richard Twells were 
inducted into the MMA Athletics 
Hall of Fame.

Honor classes represented 
over the weekend included 1939, 
1944, 1949, 1954, the Golden 
Anniversary Class of 1959, 

1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 
1989, 1994, 1999 and 2004.

An alumni dinner-dance and 
silent auction was hosted by 
Mexico Elks Lodge at 7 p.m. to 
wrap up Saturday activities. 

On Sunday, an Alumni Asso-
ciation meeting was held in the 
new MMA board room at 8 a.m. 
Incoming Alumni Association 
President Bob Ernest, class of 
1977, addressed the 121st Corps 
of Cadets at noon mess, then 
presided over Sunday review and 
presentation of the Academic 
Fourragere to deserving cadets at 
1:40 p.m.

Gary Stewart, class of 1974, 
spoke during Vespers to con-
clude activities.
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Rosendahl, Twells inducted into Athletics Hall

Cadet Council reps are
selected by HS classes

Two retired longtime 
coaches at Missouri Military 
Academy were inducted into 
the MMA Athletics Hall of 
Fame during halftime ceremo-
nies at Saturday’s Homecom-
ing football victory. Lt. Col. 
Ron Rosendahl and Maj. Rich-
ard Twells served MMA for a 
combined 53 years as coaches, 
teachers and mentors.

Lt. Col. Rosendahl served 
for 31 years as a biology 
teacher and head swimming 
coach, 20 years as head base-
ball coach, 10 years as Athlet-

an assistant football coach. 
During his tenure as 

swim coach, he led MMA to 
more than 100 victories in 
dual meets. His 1983 team 
was undefeated and has been 
inducted into the Hall of 
Fame.

He also had more than 100 
baseball victories. One of his 

players, Alumni Association 
President Dean Ahlstrand, 
Class of 1982, pitched in the 
Houston Astros’ minor leagues 
system and is a member of the 
Hall of Fame.

Lt. Col. Rosendahl also 
established and served as 
Scoutmaster of MMA Boy 

Scout Troop 39 for eight years.
Maj. Twells served for 22 

years as an English teacher, 20 
years as head wrestling coach 
and 13 years as head soccer 
coach.

As wrestling coach, Maj. 
Twells led his teams to more 
than 100 dual meet victories, 

won a district championship 
and had several second-place 
teams. Jary Dawson, one of his 

state as a heavyweight and is a 
current member of the Athlet-
ics Hall of Fame.

As soccer coach, he led his 

teams to more than 120 vic-

two district titles. In 1999, he 
led the Colonels to an unde-
feated regular season. One of 
his players, Tomas Gonzalez, 
and his 1992 team are mem-
bers of the Hall of Fame.

-

accounting and economics,” said cadet Kang. The team will compete in district and area events, and hope to again reach the 

state level in the second year of the MMA club. Maj. Peggy Reynard is the faculty sponsor and a business and math teacher 

at the Academy. (Photo by cadet Andrew Horner)



4

Cadet Parker Bridge of Labadie, Mo., spent several weeks in Europe over the summer with the People to People ambassadors 

group from St. Louis, Mo.

Cadet Darnall meets Condoleezza Rice

Cadet Brennan Darnall and Dr. Condoleezza Rice

Missouri Military Academy eighth-grader 
Parker Bridge spent a month of his summer learn-
ing about other cultures as a youth ambassador on 
a trip to Europe for People to People.

Bridge was in Ireland, Wales, France, Eng-
land, Belgium, The Netherlands and Denmark 
from June 13 through July 1.

“It was one of the best experiences of my 
life,” said Bridge, of Labadie, Mo. “I learned a 
lot, met many people and had a lot of fun.”

He stayed with families in several countries, 
including Ireland, where the family’s two college 
student daughters were home at the time. 

Bridge said a typical day was to “wake up 
early, have a nice breakfast with the family or 
in the hotel, get on the coach (bus) and go to 
a monument or other historic site. We’d have 
lunch around 11:30 or noon at an authentic ethnic 
restaurant, then go to more educational or tour-
ist historical sites in the afternoon. Sometimes 
there would be scavenger hunts to learn about the 
region or culture.”

Dinner at another authentic national restaurant 
and back to the home or hotel would wrap up the 
day.

“We were there to learn about the town and 
culture we were in, and to share with the Europe-
ans about the United States, and particularly the 
St. Louis area,” said Bridge.

The St. Louis group had 28 members in 7th 
through 10th grades (ages 13-15), plus two adult 
leaders.

“The best part was learning about (going to) 
all the different countries. It was the experience 
of a lifetime,” said Bridge. “I would recommend 
People to People to any others interested.”

grades, a completed medical questionnaire, and 
an interview meeting in October during which the 
best reps are selected.

People to People announces the ambassador 
list later in the fall.

For more information, go to the Web site
http://www.Peopletopeople.com/

Dr. Condoleezza Rice, U.S. 
Secretary of State, 2005-09, 
spoke in Memphis on Sept. 15 
at a special event hosted by the 
Greater Memphis Chamber of 
Commerce, and it offered Mis-
souri Military Academy Middle 
School cadet Brennan Darnall 
an opportunity to meet her.

Rice delivered remarks and 
entertain audience questions at 
the Chamber’s Global Leader-
ship Series event at the Mem-
phis Cook Convention Center.  

“This was an incredible 
opportunity for our community 
to see and hear a remarkable 
American who served as a top 
advisor to two Presidential 
administrations,” said John 
Moore, President & CEO of 
the Greater Memphis Chamber. 
“We were honored and grateful 
to have former Secretary Rice 
as the inaugural speaker for the 
Chamber’s Global Leadership 
Series. Professor Rice’s intellect 

and tenacity has inspired a gen-
eration of people.” 

Rice was selected by 
President George H.W. Bush to 
become the nation’s 66th Secre-
tary of State, serving from Janu-
ary 2005 to 2009. Previously, 
she served as the president’s 
National Security Advisor. 

Rice was one of America’s 
chief architects of diplomatic 

and security positions, and its 
key statesperson during several 
demanding world events includ-
ing the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks 

Mideast.
Darnall’s mother, Mrs. 

Pamela Marshall, is employed 
by the Memphis Chamber and 
helped arrange the meeting.
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